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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) ^ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) □ Notice of Drafts person's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) S Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 



4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Informal Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20070601 



Application/Control Number: 10/666,011 
Art Unit: 2616 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 

• Claims 1-22 have been examined. 



Drawings 

1 . The drawings are objected to because the elements in Figures 1 , and 5(a)-5(c) 
should be labeled to facilitate understanding of the drawings. Corrected drawing sheets 
in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should 
include all of the figures appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if 
only one figure is being amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing 
should not be labeled as "amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the 
appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, 
the remaining figures must be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief 
description of the several views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement 
sheets may be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top 
margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If 
the changes are not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and 
informed of any required corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the 
drawings will not be held in abeyance. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 7-14 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claims 7 and 8 do not specify that the 
sequence of instructions are on a computer readable medium. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

- In reference to claim 6 

In claim 6, line 2, the limitation "utilizes Internet Protocol (IP) as a transport layer 
protocol" renders the claim indefinite. Internet Protocol is associated with the network 
layer and not the transport layer. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

7. Claims 1-6 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Dunn et al. (US 6324280) 

- In reference to claim 1 and 1 5 

In Figure 1 , Dunn et al. teaches a system that includes: 

• A Protocol handler/vocoder 3 in a originating toll access switch {first coding 
unit) that is communicatively coupled to a originating station 25 (first endpoinf) 
via a local PSTN 21 {circuit-switching telephone network) and 
communicatively coupled to the Internet 10 (first packet-switching network) for 
transmission of voice information that is associated with a voice call (column 

2 lines 35-62) 

• A processor 5 in a originating toll access switch (first signaling unit) that is 
communicatively coupled to the Protocol handler/vocoder 3 (first coding unit), 
and to a processor 5 in the terminating toll access switch (second signaling 
unit) via a CCS7 network 5 (second packet-switching network) for 
transmission of signaling information that is associated with set-up of a voice 
call (column 2 lines 35-62) 

• A Protocol handler/vocoder 4 in the terminating toll access switch (second 
coding unit) communicatively coupled to a terminating station 26 (second 
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endpoint) and to the processor 5 in the terminating toll access switch (second 
signaling unit) (column 2 lines 35-62) 

• Wherein the processor 5 in the originating toll access switch (first signaling 
unit) and the processor 5 in the terminating toll access switch (second 
signaling unit), over the CCS7 network 5 (second packet-switching network), 
signaling information that is associated with a particular voice call (column 3 
line 34 - column 4 line 4) 

• Wherein the Protocol handler/vocoder 3 in the originating toll access switch 
(first coding unit) and the Protocol handler/vocoder 4 in the terminating toll 
access switch (second coding unit) transmit, over the Internet 10 (first packet- 
switching network), voice information that is associated with the particular 
voice call, (column 3 line 34 - column 4 line 4) 

- In reference to claim 2 

In Figure 1, Dunn et al. further teaches the signaling information that is 
associated with set-up of a voice call is received in accordance with a first protocol and 
the signaling information that is transmitted over the CCS7 network 5 (second packet- 
switching network) is in accordance with a second protocol that is different than the first 
protocol, (column 3 line 34 - column 4 line 4) 

- In reference to claim 3 
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In Figure 1 , Dunn et al. further teaches the voice information that is transmitted 
over the Internet 10 (first packet-switching network) is in accordance with a third 
protocol that is different than the second protocol, (column 3 line 34 - column 4 line 4) 

- In reference to claim 4 

In Figure 1, Dunn et al. further teaches the circuit-switching network is a public- 
switched telephone network 21 and the first packet-switching network is the Internet 10. 
(column 2 lines 35-62) 

- In reference to claim 5 

In Figure 1, Dunn et al. further teaches the first packet-switching network and the 
second packet-switching network are the same physical network, (column 2 lines 35-62) 

- In reference to claim 6, as best understood 

In Figure 1, Dunn et al. further teaches the signaling information that is 
transmitted over the second packet-switching network utilizes Internet Protocol (IP) as a 
network layer protocol, (column 3 line 34 - column 4 line 4) 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 16-22 are allowed. 
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9. Claim 7-14 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 101 set forth in this Office action. 



Conclusion 

10. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure are: 

• Hluchyj (US 2002/0041 591 ) teaches an apparatus and method for a 
telephony gateway. 

• Kelly (US 6347085) teaches a method and apparatus for establishing 
communications between packet-switched and circuit-switched networks. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian Roberts whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3095. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:00-7:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hassan Kizou can be reached on (571) 272-3088. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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